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There are many opportunities for contributing to the work of the Sections. The Instruments and Imaging Section deals with the practical aspects of astronomy, incorporating
observing techniques, telescope making, imaging, photometry, astrometry, spectroscopy, and so forth, while the observing Sections gather and analyse observations and
publish the results in Section publications or in the Journal. Observations can be carried
out with the naked eye, binoculars, a small telescope on an altazimuth mount, a driven
telescope, or a fully automated system, for either visual observation or for imaging with
webcams, digital cameras, or CCDs. In addition, there are opportunities for mathematicians and programmers, and for involvement in historical research and the campaign
against light pollution. A wealth of information is available on the Section websites, and
advice and guidance can be obtained from the Directors and Coordinators.
Bob Marriott, Director

Director: Bob Marriott

ram@hamal.demon.co.uk
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http://britastro.org/iandi

Solar Section
Director: Lyn Smith
The aims and objectives of the Section are to promote all
aspects of solar astronomy by providing information and
advice, encouraging the exchange of information, promoting
study and observation for beginners, circulating current observational information and data, and exploring and developing modern techniques for observation and data recording.
dunglasshouse@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.britastro.org/solar/index.php

Lunar Section
Director: Prof Bill Leatherbarrow
The Lunar Section aims to increase our knowledge of the
Moon through visual observation, drawing, and imaging.
Regular, careful observation familiarises the observer with
the intricacies of the lunar landscape, enhancing the observer’s skills of perception, and possibly bringing to light previously unknown albedo and topographic features. Short-lived
events – glows, flashes, and obscurations known as transient
lunar phenomena (TLP) – remain poorly understood, providing ample opportunity for specialised observing and imaging.
CCD imaging provides accurate high-resolution views, and
opens up further lines of research. Occultation studies form
another branch of the Section’s many activities.
w.leatherbarrow1@btinternet.com
http://www.baalunarsection.org.uk
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Mercury and Venus Section
Director: Dr Richard McKim
The most interesting themes of present work concern the
compilation of a database of CCD images of the planet Mercury, and the frequent imaging of the upper clouds of Venus
in ultraviolet light. But systematic visual observations will
always be relevant, so visual observers with relatively small
instruments can still contribute to the work of the Section.
richardmckim@btinternet.com
http://www.britastro.org/mercuryandvenus

Mars Section
Director: Dr Richard McKim
The Mars Section is the oldest body in the world for the collection and publication of observations of the Red Planet. We
aim to map dust activity and seasonal phenomena, including
polar cap retreat and white cloud behaviour.
richardmckim@btinternet.com
http://www.britastro.org/mars
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Asteroids and Remote Planets Section
Director: Dr Richard Miles
The Section aims to foster an interest in all aspects of the
study of asteroids and the remote planets. Techniques include visual telescopic observations, imaging (photographic,
CCD, webcam), virtual observing using on-line resources,
orbital motion, the impact hazard, the history of discovery
and observation, and general understanding of the minor
planets and space missions to those bodies.
rmiles.btee@btinternet.com
http://www.britastro.org/asteroids

Jupiter Section
Director: Dr John Rogers
The Section encourages the observation of Jupiter, the monitoring of the visible changes in the atmosphere of the planet,
and the production of scientifically valuable reports. Everything seen on Jupiter is clouds, and our aims are to monitor
the currents, colours, and disturbances in the planet’s atmosphere. The BAA has been doing this systematically for more
than 120 years, and now does so with a resolution that could
previously be attained only from spacecraft.
jhr11@cam.ac.uk
http://www.britastro.org/jupiter
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Saturn Section
Director: Mike Foulkes
The aims of the Section are to foster an interest in the observation of Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune, to promote the
cooperative monitoring of these planets by amateurs, to
provide help and advice to both beginners and advanced
observers, and to generate apparition reports based upon
the analysis of observations submitted to the Section.
mike.foulkes@btinternet.com
http://www.britastro.org/saturn

Comet Section
Director: Jonathan Shanklin
The common concept of a comet is of a large, bright object
with a tail streaming across the sky. Some comets do present themselves in this way, but such apparitions are rare.
However, much fainter comets are always present, and can
be studied using visual and electronic techniques.
jds@ast.cam.ac.uk
http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/~jds
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Meteor Section
Director: Dr John Mason
The Meteor Section encourages amateurs to become involved in meteor astronomy through visual and photographic
observation, meetings, and contributions to the Section
newsletter and other publications of the Association. Observations can also be made using radio techniques. Reports
on specific showers, plus other occasional articles, are published in the Journal.
docjohn@dircon.co.uk
http://www.britastro.org/meteor

Aurora Section
Director: Ken Kennedy
The Aurora Section encourages the observation of aurorae
and noctilucent clouds, the recruitment of observers, and
the collection, analysis, and reporting of these events. The
observer network comprises members of the BAA and other
organisations, professional meteorologists, and airline pilots. Observations are collected from the British Isles and
Europe, together with a small number from Canada and the
United States.
ken.kennedy42@btinternet.com
http://www.britastro.org/aurora
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Variable Star Section
Director: Roger Pickard
The Section consists of several observing programmes dealing with various types of variable star. It is administered by
a small group of officers, who deal with various aspects separately but meet at intervals to discuss and decide future
plans and policy. Observations, papers, articles, and news
are published in Section Circulars, on the website, and in
the Journal.
roger.pickard@sky.com
http://www.britastro.org/vss

Deep Sky Section
Director: Callum Potter
The Deep Sky Section aims to encourage and promote observation of deep-sky objects: star clusters, nebulae, galaxies,
double stars. We welcome newcomers and experienced
observers, and can provide help on methods, activities, and
resources for visual observing, imaging, and science projects. We coordinate a number of observing programmes for
all abilities and equipment, and work with other Sections
and groups to further our aims.
deepsky@britastro.org
http://www.britastro.org/dss
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Historical Section
Director: Mike Frost
The Historical Section aims to provide support for historical
research by BAA members. This is by direct mentoring,
where requested. We hold an annual Section meeting to
showcase members’ research, and produce a biannual
electronic newsletter as a forum for news, discussion, and
review. In addition, we encourage members to submit their
research for publication in the BAA Journal.
frostma@aol.com
http://www.britastro.org/history

Computing Section
Director: Sheridan Williams
The Section has an active website with a variety of programs,
including a digital orrery, the Galilean satellites of Jupiter,
the main satellites of Saturn, equatorial coordinates and
precession, a Julian date converter, finder charts for comets,
asteroid opposition charts including asteroid appulses, camera field of view and star-trail calculator, and what is observable. Since 1922 the Section has produced the annual
Handbook, containing numerous tables and ephemerides,
a meteor diary, and other useful information, and recently
has also digitised the BAA Journal, Memoirs, and Circulars.
sheridan@clock-tower.com
http://www.britastro.org/computing
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Radio Astronomy Group
Coordinator: Paul Hyde
The Radio Astronomy Group supports those interested in
what radio emissions can tell us about the universe and geophysics. The Group maintains a website carrying information
and resources plus a Discussion Board, organises talks and
workshop events, and facilitates the provision of equipment
for observing this part of the spectrum.
g4csd@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.britastro.org/radio

Robotic Telescope Project
Coordinator: Peter Meadows
The Robotic Telescope Project allows BAA members access to remote telescopes and imaging systems at attractive
rates. Members are able to use the service at half the commercial rate up to a limit, then at full rate, and are provided
with access to a wide range of equipment beyond a private
budget. It also allows users to benefit from observing from
a location with a better climate than Britain's, including access to telescopes in the southern hemisphere.
robotscope@britastro.org
http://www.britastro.org/robotscope
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Campaign for Dark Skies
Coordinator: Bob Mizon
In the UK alone, hundreds of millions of pounds-worth of
electricity is wasted each year. Vast amounts of light shine
up into the sky, causing the orange ‘smog’ that hangs over
towns and cities at night, intruding into the countryside, and
destroying our view of a star-lit sky. The Campaign for Dark
Skies aims to restore and preserve the beauty of the night
sky by campaigning against excessive, inefficient, and irresponsible lighting.
bob.mizon@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.britastro.org/dark-skies
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